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Tuesday 23rd November 2021
Bible Study Hill Park Baptists
Subject: The First Epistle Of The Apostle Paul to Timothy.
The first Chapter was read and It was asked what is an Apostle, or why is 
Paul called an Apostle; and the matter was discussed.

Reference was made to the gospel according to Matthew and Mark.
In Matthew chapter 28  it is written:

Matthew 28 16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a 
mountain where Jesus had appointed them.
17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying,All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth.
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the (age) world. 
Amen.

Mark 3 12 And he straitly charged them that they should not make him 
known.
13 And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: 
and they came unto him.
14 And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he 
might send them forth to preach,
15 And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils:
16 And Simon he surnamed Peter;
17 And James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he 
surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder:
18 And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, 
and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Canaanite,
19 And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: and they went into an 
house.

Steadfastly in the Apostles Doctrine
Acts 2 42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were 
done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were together, and had all 
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things common; 45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them 
to all men, as every man had need. 46 And they, continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their 
meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having 
favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as 
should be saved.

Appointment of an Apostle
Acts 1 :
20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, 
and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take.
21 Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that 
the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,
22 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was 
taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his 
resurrection.
23 And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed 
Justus, and Matthias.
24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all 
men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen,
25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which 
Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.
26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he 
was numbered with the eleven apostles.

Apostles Doctrine
Acts 2 41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the 
same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done 
by the apostles.

Set in the Church
1 Corinth 12
27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.
28And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 
governments, diversities of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? 
are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? 30 Have all the gifts of healing? 
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do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? 31But covet earnestly the best 
gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.
Revelation 21
12 And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates 
twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the 
twelve tribes of the children of Israel:
13 On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three 
gates; and on the west three gates.
14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names 
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

Called To Be An Apostle
Acts 26
13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the 
brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed 
with me.
14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto 
me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 
it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 15 And I said, Who art thou, 
Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 16 But rise, and 
stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make 
thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, 
and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; 17 Delivering 
thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 
18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, 
and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 
19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision: 20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and 
throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.

Paul and Apostle
Galatians 1 
Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God 
the Father, who raised him from the dead;)
2 And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia:
3 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ,
4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present 
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evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:
5 To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Paul Called To Be An Apostle
1 Corinthians 1 
Paul called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and 
Sosthenes our brother,
2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified 
in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both their’s and our’s:

Born Out of Due Time
1 Corinthians 15 
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto 
you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;
2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto 
you, unless ye have believed in vain.
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to 
the scriptures:
5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:
6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom 
the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.
7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.
8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.
9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was 
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than 
they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

Commentary born out of due time by John Gill
1 Corinthians 15:8
And last of all he was seen of me also
Either when the apostle was caught up into the third heaven; or when 
he was in a trance in the temple at Jerusalem; or rather at the time of 
his conversion, when he not only heard the voice of Christ, but saw him 
in the human nature; for he expressly says, that he appeared unto him, 
and he calls it the heavenly vision, ( Acts 26:16 Acts 26:19 ) . This was 
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a sight of Christ in heaven, not on earth, such an one as Stephen had, 
and was a corporeal one; otherwise it would have been impertinent to 
have mentioned it, with the rest of the ocular testimonies of Christ’s 
resurrection. Not that this was the last time that Christ was seen, or to be 
seen, for he was seen after this by the Apostle John in a visionary way, and 
will be corporeally seen by all the saints at the last day; but Paul was the last 
of the apostles and brethren before named, and he had his vision of Christ 
after them all; and perhaps it might be a more clear, full, and distinct one 
than any of the rest, as the last things are sometimes the most excellent. 
The apostle adds, as of
one born out of due time:
or “as an abortive”; not that he was really one, but like one: several learned 
interpreters think the apostle refers to a proverbial way of speaking among 
the common people at Rome, who used to call such supernumerary 
senators in the times of Augustus Caesar, who got into the senate house 
by favour or bribery, “abortives” F9, they being generally very unworthy 
persons; and therefore calls himself by this name, as being in his own 
opinion a supernumerary apostle, and very unworthy of that office: though 
others rather think that he refers to a “posthumous” birth, to one that is born 
after the death of his father; because that the rest of the apostles were all 
chosen, and called, and sent forth, whilst Christ, their everlasting Father, was 
living on earth, but he not till after his death, resurrection from the dead, and 
ascension to heaven: but it seems best to understand him of an abortion, a 
miscarriage, or birth before its time; and may respect either the manner 
of his conversion, which was done both suddenly, immediately, and at 
once, by a sudden light from heaven, when he little thought of it, and 
had no expectation of it, which is commonly the case of abortions; and 
also powerfully and irresistibly, being effected by mighty and efficacious 
grace, as births before the full time are often occasioned by blows or 
outward force, and are violent extrusions of the foetus; or else the state 
and condition in which he was when Christ was first seen by him: as to his 
bodily state, as soon as ever he saw the light about him, and the object by it, 
he was struck blind, and continued so some days, like an hidden untimely 
birth, and like an infant that never saw light, ( Job 3:16 ) . And as to his 
spiritual estate, his soul was like an unshapen foetus, Christ being not yet 
formed in him, his image stamped on him, and his grace implanted in him; 
yea, it may be applied to the present apprehensions he had of himself, and 
which he expresses without a figure in the next verse, though in a beautiful 
manner, with a view to what he here says, when he observes that he was 
“the least of the apostles, and not meet to be called” one; as an abortive, or 
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one born before its time, is imperfect in one respect or another, is not come 
to its proper size and shape, and scarcely is to be reckoned in the class and 
number of men.

FOOTNOTES:
F9 Vid. Sueton. in Vita August. c. 35.

1 The Christian religion, or gospel of Christ, was published by the 
Apostles who were sent personally by Jesus Christ to teach all that he had 
commanded them. These 12 apostles are named. The Apostle Paul was 
called personally, by Jesus and sent by him to preach and teach the gospel. 

Acts 26 
16 For I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister 
and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those 
things in the which I will appear unto thee; 
17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom 
now I send thee, 
18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and 
inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
The Apostle styles himself as one born out of due time.

Revelation 21
2 In the book of Revelation it describe the city New Jerusalem as 
having 12 foundation stones named as the apostles of the lamb.

3 The early church continued in the Apostles doctrine breaking of 
bread and fellow ship.

4 Christ has set  in the Church in first place Apostles, 
28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 
governments, diversities of tongues.
29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of 
miracles?
30 Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?

Are There Apostles today?
The next question that needs to be asked and answered to is Are the 
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Apostles today, and why?


